FACIAL RECOGNITION Al: PROS & CONS:

WHAT ARE PROS & CONS OF FACIAL RECOGNITION Al ?

Although Facial Recognition Al is a powerful technology with a range of applications, it does
come with both advantages and disadvantages. Here's a breakdown comparing them:

Pros:

1.

Cons:

Improved Security: Used in surveillance systems, it enhances public safety by
identifying individuals in real-time.

Convenience: Enables features like unlocking devices and authorizing payments without
the need for passwords.

Efficiency: Speeds up processes like airport security checks and attendance tracking in
schools or workplaces.

Crime Prevention: Helps law enforcement identify suspects and solve crimes more
effectively.

Personalization: Powers customized experiences, such as tailored marketing or user-
specific interfaces.

Privacy Concerns: Raises questions about data collection, consent, and misuse of
personal information.

Potential Bias: Algorithms may have racial or gender biases, leading to inaccurate
identifications.

Security Risks: Stored facial data could be vulnerable to hacking or unauthorized access.
Erosion of Anonymity: Constant surveillance can make people feel monitored and affect
personal freedom.

False Positives/Negatives: Errors in identification can lead to wrongful accusations or
missed detections.

Facial recognition Al is transformative, but balancing its benefits with ethical considerations
and strong regulations is key. See these studies for more insights into specific applications or
concerns about the use vs. possible misuses of “FACIAL RECOGNITION Al:”

To explore more about its applications or ethical implications lets consider China. Surprisingly
even the PRC has studied its misuse and produced some guidelines on its use as Co-Pilot Al detailed
below about its use/misuse in China (PRC). Some insights into the use and misuse of facial
recognition technology in China are found here:

1.

Judicial Interpretation on Misuse: In 2021, China's Supreme People's Court issued
guidelines to address the misuse of facial recognition technology. These guidelines
emphasize protecting personal information and privacy, particularly in civil disputes.
They also restrict the use of facial recognition in public places like malls and transport
stations without proper consent.



2. Surveillance and Control: Facial recognition is widely deployed in China for
surveillance purposes. It is used to monitor public behavior, enforce laws, and even
publicly shame individuals for minor infractions, such as jaywalking or wearing pajamas
in public. This extensive use has raised concerns about privacy and human rights.

3. Public Debate: There is growing public skepticism in China regarding the use of facial
recognition technology, especially for commercial purposes like payments. A survey
revealed that over 87% of respondents opposed its use in such settings, citing mistrust in
private companies managing the technology.

4 major studies on the use of Al in America before 2025 are these (Refs. Follow):

.o The Ethics of Al: Facial Recognition Technology" by Harvard's Berkman Klein Center for
Internet & Society provides an in-depth analysis of the ethical concerns associated with facial
recognition technologies, such as privacy and bias.

e "Facial Recognition Technology: Current Challenges and Future Directions™, published
in Communications of the ACM, outlines technical advancements and limitations of facial
recognition Al, including discussions on accuracy and applications.

e The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) often discusses the implications of facial
recognition, focusing on civil liberties and surveillance concerns. Visit their facial recognition
insights page.

e National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Research: They’ve conducted
extensive evaluations of the accuracy and fairness of facial recognition systems. You can find
their reports on their official website.
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Here are some research-based references that explore the pros and cons of facial recognition Al:


https://cyber.harvard.edu/
https://www.eff.org/issues/facial-recognition
https://www.nist.gov/

. ""The Ethics of Al: Facial Recognition Technology' by Harvard's Berkman Klein
Center for Internet & Society provides an in-depth analysis of the ethical concerns
associated with facial recognition technologies, such as privacy and bias.

. ""Facial Recognition Technology: Current Challenges and Future Directions",
published in Communications of the ACM, outlines technical advancements and
limitations of facial recognition Al, including discussions on accuracy and applications.

. The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) often discusses the implications of facial
recognition, focusing on civil liberties and surveillance concerns. Visit their facial
recognition insights page.

. National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Research: They’ve conducted
extensive evaluations of the accuracy and fairness of facial recognition systems. You can
find their reports on their official website.

. ALIBABA'S Al--Chinese tech juggernaut Alibaba unveiled its latest
artificial intelligence reasoning model, QwQ-32B. that rivals
DeepSeek.

. »The timing of this launch is particularly noteworthy as it
coincides with the release of Manus, an autonomous Al agent
developed by Chinese firm Monica.

. »Tony Blair's Digital ID Push: Efficiency or Privacy Nightmare?
Ominously Blair still

. Champions digital ID and Al-driven governance, influencing Keir
Starmer's push to make the UK an "Al superpower" amid privacy
concerns. "Make Al-Global Governance All-Powerful vs. MAGA"
Maximum Freedom & Populism?
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